224             The manuscripts of authours.       [A.D. 1772.
Talking of a modern historian and a modern moralist1, he said,' There is more thought in the moralist than in the historian. There is but a shallow stream of thought in history.' BOSWELL. ' But surely, Sir, an historian has reflection.' JOHNSON. ' Why yes, Sir; and so has a cat when she catches a mouse for her kitten. But she cannot write like ******* . neither can *********.'
He said,' I am very unwilling to read the manuscripts of authours, and give them my opinion2. If the authours who apply to me have money I bid them boldly print without a name; if they have written in order to get money, I tell them to go to the booksellers, and make the best bargain they can.' BOSWELL. ' But, Sir, if a bookseller should bring you a manuscript to look at?' JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, I would desire the bookseller to take it away.'
I mentioned a friend of mine who had resided long in Spain, and was unwilling to return to Britain. JOHNSON. ' Sir, he is attached to some woman.' BOSWELL. ' I rather believe, Sir,-it is the fine climate which keeps him there.' JOHNSON. 'Nay, Sir, how can you talk so? What is climate to happiness3 ? Place me in the heart of Asia, should I not be exiled ? What proportion does climate bear to the complex system of human life ? You may advise me to go to live at Bologna to eat sausages. The sausages there are the best in the world; they lose much by being carried.'
On Saturday, May 9, Mr. Dempster * and I had agreed to
sixteen years of age when he came out of Scotland, and spoke such broad Scotch that he stands entered in the University books at Oxford as born at Bath, the Vice-Chancellor mistaking Bath for Perth.' Fitzmaurice's Skelburne, i. 87.
1 The asterisks seem to show that Beattie and Robertson are meant. This is rendered more probable from the fact that the last paragraph is about Scotchmen.
* See ante, ii. 57.
' Boswell's friend was very likely his brother David, who had long resided in Valencia. In that case, Johnson came round to Boswell's opinion, for he wrote, ' he will find Scotland but a sorry place after twelve years' residence in a happier climate;' post, April 29,1780.
4 See ante, i. 513, note 2.
clineat ' William Murray [Lord Mansfield] was
